14           LINCOLN AND THE UNION
in Cambridge is forever associated with the noble
presence of Washington, to the hardy frontiersman,
breaking the new soil of his Western claim, whose
wife at sunset shaded her tired eyes, under a hand
rough with labor, as she stood on the threshold of
her log cabin, watching for the return of her man
across the weedy fields which he had not yet fully
subdued. Far apart as were Longfellow and this^
toiler of the West, they yet felt themselves to be.
one in purpose. They were democrats, but not
after the simple, elementary manner of the demo-
crats at the opening of the century. In the North,
there had come to life a peculiar phase of idealism
that had touched democracy with mysticism and
had added to it a vague but genuine romance.
This new vision of the destiny of the country had
the practical effect of making the Northerners
identify themselves in their imaginations with all
mankind and in creating in them an enthusiastic
desire, not only to give to every American a home
of his own, but also to throw open the gates of the
nation and to share the wealth of America with the
poor of all the world. In very truth, it was their
dominating passion to give "land to the landless."
Here was the clue to much of their attitude toward
the South. Most of these Northern dreamers gave